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(c) whether the company's balance sheet and profit and
loss account dealt with by the report are in agreement with the
books of account and returns.
(4)	Where any of the matters referred to in clauses   (i)    and
(ii) of sub-section (2) or In clauses (a), (b) and (c) of sub-section
(3) is answered in the negative or with a qualification, the auditor's
report shall state the reason for the answer.
(5)	Where the company is  one which is not required  to_ dis-
close any matters by virtue of any provisions   contained in this or
in any other Act, if the balance sheet and the profit and loss account
specify those provisions and if, In the opinion of the auditor and to
the best of his information and according to the explanations^ given
to him, they give   the   information   required by   this Act in the
manner so required  and? subject to  the provisions  aforesaid, give
a true and fair view, In the case of the balance sheet, of the state of
the company's affairs as at the end of Its financial year, and In the
case of the profit and loss      account, of the profit or loss for     its
financial year, the auditor's report shall state that In his opinion
and to the best of his information and according to the explanations
given to him, the accounts of the company are properly drawn up
so as to disclose the state of the company's affairs as at the date
of its balance sheet and its profit or loss for its financial year end-
ing on that date, so far as is required by the provisions of this or
any other Act applicable to the company.
228. Audit of accounts of branch office of company.—(1) Where
a company has a branch office, the accounts of that office shall, un-
less the company in general meeting decides otherwise, be audited
by a person qualified for appointment as auditor of the company
under section 226, or where the branch office is situate1 in a country
outside India, either by a person qualified as aforesaid or by an
accountant duly qualified to act as an auditor of the accounts of the
branch office in accordance with the laws of that country.
(2) Where the accounts of any branch office are not so audited,
the company's auditor—
(a)	shall be entitled to visit the branch office, If he deems
it necessary to do so for the performance of his duties as auditor,
and
(b)	shall have 9 -right of access at all times to the books
and accounts and vouchers of the company maintained at the
branch office:
Provided that in the case of a banking company having a branch
office outside India, it shall be sufficient if the auditor is allowed
access to such copies of, and extracts from, the books and accounts
of the branch as have been transmitted to the principal office of
the company in India.
229- Signature of audit report etc.—Only the person appointed
as auditor of the company, or where a firm is so appointed' in pur-
suance of the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 226, only a partner
In the firm practising in India, may sign the auditor's report, or
sign or authenticate any other document of the company required
by law to be signed or authenticated by the auditor.

